
Formula
For Success
Every student deserves to have a Dr.
Tammy McGraw in their lives! Dr. McGraw
has made a difference in scores of students
lives because she “Walks the Walk” and
doesn’t just “Talk the Talk!” Dr. McGraw
has dedicated her career to reaching out
to staff and students
through motivation,
dedication, creativity
and team-work.
Technology is front
and center in Franklin
County Schools
because of her
expertise and vision.

Dr. McGraw defi-
nitely makes things
happen… she 
doesn’t see the
impossible… she only
sees the possibilities!

Apply available technology now
The key to successful technology integra-
tion is to start by asking the question,
“What is it that I’m trying to do?” Just as
you don’t need a hammer to swat a
gnat, you don’t need a high-end multi-
media computer to learn keyboarding or
word processing. Older computers are
great when we know what we can
expect from them. Select the tool to
accomplish the task.

Move forward and don’t look back
Know that the journey is upstream and
that you must keep paddling just to stay
where you are right now. Technology plan-
ning can’t be based on technologies that
exist today, but rather on what we want
teaching and learning to be in the future.

See students as real people
Like all decision-makers in education, I
need to regularly spend time in class-

rooms, if only to be reminded
of who I’m working for and
why my work is important.
When decisions are to be
made regarding instructional
media, for example, I’ve often
turned to children--they are
honest and I can depend on
them to have a fresh perspec-
tive. It is always my goal to do
something for them rather
than to them!

Teach through relation-
ships: inspire, encourage
and nurture
I have always believed that it

is important to show children not who I
am, but who I should be and who I
aspire to be. They should never settle for
less.

Recognize that further change is 
necessary, but that it is a process
I spent a great deal of time designing
professional development opportunities
for teachers. When change begins to
make many of them unhappy, I some-
times have to leave them with a simple
statement, “We are preparing our chil-
dren for their future, not our past.”

Teacher empowerment is the key ele-
ment to integration
I believe technology integration requires
a three-dimensional approach to profes-
sional development that includes instruc-
tion, personal productivity, and classroom
management. I always include personal
productivity and classroom management
applications along with instructional
applications in all training events.  If
teachers learn something that is person-
ally useful to them first, they are much
more likely to embrace technology as an
integral part of instruction.

Expect success
All children can learn. Technology is
affording us unprecedented opportunities
to teach children in the ways they learn
best, to individualize their learning experi-
ences, and to provide them with a means
to communicate what they have learned.

Motivate through awareness and
access to information
I believe one of the great things about
being an educator in the information
age is that you no longer feel the pres-
sure to be the "omnipotent one" in the
eyes of children.  It is expected that you
can’t and won’t know everything.
Instead, you are free to show your chil-
dren the possibilities and join them as
they progress along a path of self-initiat-
ed discovery. A teacher’s knowledge and
guidance are needed in helping the stu-
dents sort through the abundance of
information and to make it meaningful
and relevant.

If you are interested in having a
MAKING IT HAPPEN event at a
conference or meeting in your
region, please contact:

Priscilla Shumway
New Learning Presentation
Systems
103 Palm Blvd., Suite 2B
Isle of Palms, SC  29451
(843) 886-6116
prisshum@mindspring.com

How to 
Make It Happen 
in Your Area

Tammy McGraw The Formula 
for Success

1. Apply available 
technology now.

2. Move forward and
don’t look back.

3. See students as 
real people.

4. Teach through 
relationships: inspire,
encourage and 
nurture.

5. Recognize further
change is necessary, 
but it is a process.

6. Teacher empower-
ment is the key ele-
ment to integration.

7. Expect success.

8. Motivate through
awareness and access 
to information.

For more information on MAKING IT HAPPEN,
visit www.learningcompanyschool.com/mih.htm



Pat Walkington (C)
Pat Walkington has been involved in marketing
and selling technology related products to
schools since 1983, where she began her career
with Commodore Business Machines as the East
Coast Regional Sales Manager. She later
became the company's Director of Education.
Pat joined The Learning Company as Director of
Education Sales in 1986. As part of the founding
team of The Learning Company, she managed
the company's school business and was appoint-
ed Vice President of Education Sales and
Marketing at The Learning Company in 1994.
From The Learning Company Pat joined
Broderbund in April of 1996 where she served
as Vice President of the company's Education
Division. Pat received an Intellectual Capital
Award from the company for conceiving, organ-
izing, and successfully implementing the School
Division's Inside Education Services/Sales pro-
gram, enabling the company to both serve and
learn more about its school customers.
Since leaving Broderbund in October, following
the sale of the company to The Learning
Company, Pat has begun to put her skills to
work in helping other companies build their
sales and marketing organizations, including
Talking Fingers, New Deal, Intellitools, Adaptive
Learning Technology, and most recently Teacher
Universe. 
Throughout her career, Pat has worked closely
with schools across the country to determine
what educators need to effectively equip chil-
dren for their world today and tomorrow. She is
the past co-chair of the Education Board of the

Software Publisher's Association, and co-
founded “Making It Happen” with Deb
deVries and Kathy Hurley in 1995. Pat is a
former Kindergarten teacher as well as a
District Director of Gifted Education.
Pat has two masters degrees from Arizona
State University and resides with her hus-
band in San Francisco.

Deb deVries (R)
Deb deVries started her career in the class-
room as a special education  teacher. She
has taught in Utah, Washington, and
Minnesota. She joined the private sector in
the early 80's and has worked in the edu-
cational technology field at Control Data
Corporation, MECC, The Learning
Company, and Connors Communications. Deb
has held leadership positions in marketing and
sales as well as participated in industry organi-
zations. She is currently an independent con-
sultant and spending more time with her proud-
est accomplishments - her 2 daughters.

Kathy Hurley (L)
Ms. Hurley is Senior Vice President of Education
Marketing for The Learning Company, a sub-
sidiary of Mattel Inc., where she shares her time
between the School division and the Consumer
Division. Kathy serves on several industry and
education advisory boards, including; Software
and Information Industry Association,
International Society for Technology  in
Education (ISTE), the Council of Great City

Schools Technology Steering Committee, and
The National Catholic Education Exhibitors’
Association. Prior to working for the Learning
Company, she was the Senior Vice President of
SkillsBank Corporation. Kathy has held various
positions with IBM, Mindscape, Grolier, and
DLM.  Kathy began her career working with
learning disabled students after receiving her
Masters degree at the Jersey City State College.
She also continues to support her undergradu-
ate institution, The University of Dayton, by
serving on the school of education’s advisory
board.
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UFT Teacher Center, NY
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ISTE/Editor, OR
Margaret Bingham
SEIR*TEC, NC
Rita Bishop
Roanoke City Public Schools, VA
Gary Bitter
Arizona State University, AZ
Kathy Bjelland
Illinois CUE, IL
Mary Beth Blegen
U.S. Department of Education, DC
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Illinois CUE, IL
Dave Brittain
MGT of America, FL
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North Carolina Dept. of Public Instruction, NC
Noemi Carrea-Herendeen
Division of Bilingual Education, NY
Sylvia Charp
T.H.E. Journal, PA
Joseph Coccimiglio
Poquoson Middle School, VA
Mark Delp
Formerly with Henrico County Public Schools, VA
Patricia Fazzi
William Mason Cooper Elementary School, VA
Maria Fico
Bronx Community School District #10, NY
Ira Fishman
Independent Consultant, MD
Alice Fredman
ECCO, OH
James Gardner
Southern University Baton Rouge, LA
Juli Garton
Wisconsin Equity Cadre, WI
Julie Griffin
Clarendon County Career Center, NC
Regina Haney
NCEA, DC
Ida Hill
Virginia Department of Education, VA
Jeri Hodges
Dallas Independent School District, TX
Bob Hughes
Educational Technology Exchange, WA

Pat Johnson
Watertown School District, SD
Daniel Kalish
The Martha Holden Jennings Foundation, OH
Anita Kopec
Educational Consultant Services, Inc., TX
Patsy Lanclos
University of Houston--Clear Lake, TX
Jay Lefkowitz
CSD 18, NY
Peter Li
Peter Li Education Group, OH
Dr. Henry R. Marockie
West Virginia Department of Education, WV
Tammy McGraw
Franklin County Schools, VA
Dr. Carroll Melnyk
Wayland Baptist University, TX
David Moursund
ISTE, OR
Judith Murray
Middlesex County Public Schools, VA
Helen Padgett
Glendale Elementary District, AZ
Bob Patton
Homestead High School, WI
Sister Mary Claude Power
Diocese of San Jose, CA
Paul Reese
Ralph Bunch School, NY
Fred Remer
CSD #9, NY
Paul Ringel
CSD #1, NY
Wayne Robinson
Walker County Science & Technology Center, GA
Mark Rogers
Aptos High School/San Jose State University, CA
Martha Rolley
Apple Computer, Inc., CA
Carol Scott Whelan
Louisiana Department of Education, LA
Jackie Shepperson
San Angelo ISD, TX
Sally Sloan
Winona State University, MN
Gwen Solomon
The Well Connected Educator, CA

Harriet Taylor
Louisiana State University, LA
Lajeane Thomas
Louisiana Tech University, LA
Dr. Ann Thompson
Iowa State University, IA

Judi Thompson
West Virginia

Lilly Toback
Meizner Business Systems, NY

Joni Turville
Ronald Harvey Elementary School, CANADA

Governor Cecil H. Underwood
Charleston, WV

Gwen Varsamis
Guilford County Schools, NC

Mary Ellen Vogt
California State University--Long Beach, CA

Jane Walters
Tennessee Department of Education, TN

Jean White
Cabarrus County Schools, NC

Carol Wiatt
George J. Macintosh Elementary School, VA
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National School Boards Association, VA

Brenda Williams
West Virginia Department of Education, WV

Frank Withrow
Wheeling Jesuit University, WV

Sister Angela Ann Zukowski
Today's Catholic Teacher, OH

ARE YOU
MAKING it
HAPPEN?
Tell us your story 
and you may be 
the next recipient 
of the famous 
pink jacket!

Send a 50-word 
description of how you 
are ‘making it happen’ 
(photo optional) to:

Making It Happen
c/o New Learning 
Presentation Systems 
25 22nd Avenue
Isle of Palms, SC  29451
tel: 843-886-6116 


