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ISTE’s Refresh of NETS•S Standards
NETS•S Refresh 

The International Society for Technology 
in Education (ISTE) will soon be 
undertaking a project to update and extend 
their National Educational Technology 
Standards (NETS)—the most influential 
framework in the U.S. guiding the use of 
technology in schools. Included in the NETS 
Refresh Project are standards, associated 
performance indicators, profiles, rubrics, 
essential conditions for implementing 
NETS, other resources provided to 
facilitate implementation of NETS, and 
assessment tools for documenting progress 
toward mastery of NETS. The project will 
also develop and disseminate guidance 
addressing uses of the NETS and associated 
resources in the emerging learning 
landscape and in contexts of popular school 
transformation frameworks. 

The primary goal of ISTE’s National 
Educational Technology Standard (NETS) 
Project is to enable stakeholders in PK–12 
education to develop and maintain national 
standards for the educational uses of 
technology that will facilitate school 
improvement in the United States. The NETS 
Project also guides educational leaders in 
recognizing and addressing the essential 
conditions for effective use of technology to 
support PK–12 education. 

The NETS for Students were the first step in 
the NETS Project. They represent a national 
consensus for educational technology 
standards from many groups and individuals 
across the nation who have participated 
in conference sessions, technology forum 
meetings, Internet dialogue, and individually 

submitted surveys. These standards and 
profiles are components of a larger standards 
document to be refreshed and re-released as 
part of the NETS Refresh Project. 

NETS•S Refresh Forum  
at NECC

Education leaders were invited to add their 
voices and expertise to a NETS•S Refresh 
Forum on Tuesday, July 4, at the National 
Educational Computing Conference (NECC) 
in San Diego. ISTE provided an opportunity 
for members and other interested individuals 
to come together in a town hall meeting to 
review the standards and discuss potential 
renewal activities. 

History

In 1989, ISTE began work on standards for 
teachers by creating its Accreditation and 
Standards Committee. With comments, 
analyses, and suggestions from hundreds 
of individuals and from town hall meetings 
across the country, this committee 
developed guidelines for accreditation of 
educational computing and technology 
teacher preparation programs. After 
significant national consensus building, 
the committee submitted the curriculum 
guidelines to the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(NCATE), which approved them for use in 
its accreditation process.

In 1996, ISTE launched the NETS Project 
with the help of a planning grant from NASA. 
In June 1998, with additional funding from 
the Milkin Family Foundation and Apple 

Computer, Inc., and 
an enthusiastic NETS 
Partner contingent 
comprised of 
representatives 
from a number 
of prestigious 
education-oriented 
organizations, 
the project’s 
first technology 
foundation  
standards for students focusing on  
standards and performance indicators 
for PK–12 students was published. This 
set of standards led to subsequent sets of 
standards for teachers and administrators 
and has provided guidance for states across 
the nation and countries around the world. 
ISTE has supported the use of the NETS 
with collaboration from educational, corporate, 
publishing, and government organizations.

The NETS Project, an ISTE initiative,  
is re-engaging partners from the original 
NETS development activities and 
extending that group through new and 
existing relationships.

For additional information, visit www.iste.org/ 
netsforum2006/. 

Lajeane Thomas  
ISTE NETS•S Project Director
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Winners can be updated by contacting crichman@iste.org

Pink Jacket Winners

Know someone who is Making it Happen?
Tell us his or her story, and he or she may be the next recipient of the famous pink jacket!  
Send a 50-word description of how they are “making it happen” (photo optional) to: 
Making It Happen, c/o ISTE, 175 West Broadway, Suite 300, Eugene, OR 97401, email: mih@iste.org


