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Handheld Computing Devices

-

his month, we surveyed a selec-
tion of handheld computers. As the
market for handhelds has grown and
the technology continues to develop, the
old concept of the handheld as a personal
digital assistant or organizer is fading.
Today’s handhelds are not only full-
fledged computers, but many can serve as
cell phones, MP3 players, digital cameras,
and GPS units. These can be loaded with
a variety of commercial and open-source
educational software. In addition, add-on
hardware such as detachable keyboards and
a wide array of networking options make
these units practical alternatives to tradi-
tional desktop or even laptop computers.
Each of the companies surveyed offers
a variety of handhelds. Because of the wide
variety of models and options available,
we limited our survey to handhelds in the
$400-$600 range. The prices listed are the
manufacturer’s suggested retail pricing;
discounts are often available for educators.
This list is far from definitive, and in-
novations occur on an almost weekly basis.
At press time, Palm Inc. announced that a
version of the company’s Treo smartphone
will be available using the Windows Mobile
operating system beginning in 2006.
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Dell Axim X51

Garmin iQue M3

HP iPac Pocket PC
hx4705

HP iPac PC
h6320/h6325
Phone Edition

Palm Treo 650
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