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Costa Rica. Th e fi rst gathering of the Power Users of ICT 
included student participation from Costa Rica, 

Latin America, Australia, Netherlands, Nordic 
countries, and the Philippines interacting 

virtually with teams from Africa and Asia. 
Th ese young Power Users demonstrated 
their digital skills with the goal of helping 
focus research on appropriate questions 

and topics. Th e Symposium was held August 8–10, 2005, 
in San José, Costa Rica.

“Th is Symposium was an exceptional opportunity to 
capture fi rsthand student voices addressing technology and 
their own education,” reported Knezek. “It’s one element of 
a long-term, research-based global initiative that comple-
ments major ISTE eff orts of the last several years.”

Th e Power Users Initiative is a joint eff ort of the United 
Nations Fund for International Partnerships and the Edu-
cational Development Center, a Boston-based education 
nonprofi t that focuses on human development.

China. Knezek is serving as conference program chair and 
a presenter at the 2005 Ed Tech Conference and Expo in 
Dongguan, China, October 13–16. Aft er the event, he will 
travel to Beijing to work with government education offi  -
cials and meet with ISTE’s Affi  liate in China, the China 
Association for Educational Tech-
nology. ISTE 100 representatives, 
ISTE members, and past ISTE 
presidents are also included in 
the conference program. 

ISTE is collaboratively hosting 
the expo with the Bureau of Sci-

ence and Technology of the Dongguan City Government 
and the International Association for Technology Trade 
(IATT), according to Knezek. One of the benefi ts of this 
partnership is discounted exhibitor fees for ISTE 100 mem-
bers. As of press time, several ISTE 100 companies, includ-
ing LearningStation, Smart Technologies, and Promethean, 
had signed up to exhibit.

Knezek says IATT “came to ISTE based on our emerging 
role of leadership for standards, best practices, and profes-
sional development worldwide and because … the success 
of ISTE’s NECC clearly demonstrates that we have the 
grasp on critical issues and quality presenters to make this 
initial 2005 China Educational Technology Conference a 
success.” ISTE is helping create the program, arrange pre-
senters, evaluate the sessions, and advertise the conference.

Th is is Knezek’s fourth trip to China to represent ISTE, 
and it shows the development of ISTE’s relationship with 
China since Deputy CEO Leslie Conery and Director of 
Professional Development Services Lynn Nolan traveled 
to China in fall 2001.

ISTE’s Other Travels
ISTE will be visible at two education conferences in Octo-
ber. At the San Francisco Marriott, ISTE will be a part of 
the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Devel-
opment’s Conference on Teaching and Learning—Student 
Achievement: Th e Broader Picture from the 23rd through 
the 25th. ISTE’s exhibitor booth at ASCD is 200/202.

From the 26th through the 28th, ISTE is a co-sponsor of 
T+L2: Leading Learning to a Higher Level with the Nation-
al School Board Association at the Colorado Convention 
Center in Denver. ISTE’s booth at T+L2 is 204/206.

Don Knezek Keeping an “I” on the World
Reinforcing the “International” in ISTE, CEO Don Knezek is in the midst of two high-profi le 
trips. Touching down fi rst in Costa Rica for the Power Users of Information and Communi-
cations Technology (ICT) International Symposium in early August, Knezek was a featured 
speaker. A longer trip to China is planned for mid-October beginning with the Ed Tech Con-
ference and Expo in Dongguan, China, followed by meetings with ISTE’s China affi  liate and 
others in Beijing.

Participating in such events is vital for ISTE, says Knezek. “We’re deeply involved at the lo-
cal, state, and national levels in the U.S. But we’re also, by defi nition, an international society, 
working with international members and ministries of education from around the globe, 
sharing best practices, eff ective policy, research, and planning for technology in schools.”

8 Learning & Leading with Technology | October 2005

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y

 B
IL

L 
C

R
A

M
ER

 P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
Y

Copyright © 2005, ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education), 1.800.336.5191 (U.S. & Canada) or 1.541.302.3777 (Int’l), iste@iste.org, www.iste.org. All rights reserved.


