BUYER’Sbuide

he new generation of handheld  from capturing assessment data on work with your school’s or district’s
computer/cell phone combos  the fly, to taking pictures of student ~ data management system.
gives you an all-in-one tool to  projects for electronic portfolios, and Choosing the right smartphone
keep you connected to your students = managing disciplinary data. Youcan  can be a challenge. Probably the first
and teachers. find educational applications on the ~ criterion you want to look at is carri-
Many educators have come up Web, and you can find enterprise so-  er. Make sure the phone you need is
with great ways to use smartphones, lutions that can be custom-crafted to  supported by a carrier in your area.
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* Price listed is before carrier discounts, if any.

Next, you'll want to look at the are available. Search the Web to see  use applications. You'll want one
type of computer and applica- which mobile OS has the applica- that feels comfortable and has a
tions you’ll be syncing with. Make tions you need. keyboard you can use. You're going
sure the operating system on your Finally, go to a store and look at to be using this phone a lot—you
smartphone will work with the op- the phones. Hold each model and might as well pick one you like as
erating system on your computer. get an idea of what it will be like to ~ well as one that fits your needs for
Then, look at the applications that talk, type messages or notes, and platform, power, and price.
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